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OLH WRITES INTO THE 35TH YEAR 
           “ Reading, “Riting, “Rithmetic”….and Religion  have always been staples in the curriculum of every ele-

mentary school.  Our Lady of the Hamptons takes opportunities 
each year to feature and celebrate all of these areas. 

          The first assembly of the school year was the presentation 
of books and signing by the one hundred-thirty students who 
wrote their poems and prose in the 2017 YOUNG AUTHOIRS’ 

PROJECT. The volume was entitled 
“The Elephant’s Eye”, alluding to 

the lyrics of a Rodgers and Ham-
merstein song that was filled 

with imagery. This was an 
invitation to authors to be 
creative! 

      The books was edited 
by faculty member, Mrs 

Valerie Hanley who shared the po- dium with Emily Dyner, 
Sarah Hoffman and Seraphia May who read their works to 
the assembly. 

      Due to the work being done in the school auditorium, 
the students sat on the bleachers in the gym for the presenta-
tion. The traditional mum plants (that were later planted on the 
front lawn) created a 
path from the sign-
ing table right to 
the two large 
elephant stat-
ues that 
framed the 
authors. 

   The corn is 
as high as an 
elephant’s eye, 
and it looks like 
it’s climbing clear 
up to the sky.” 
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OLH CATCHES MISSIONARY SPIRIT 

      When you ask OLH students about saints, 
the conversation always includes St. Joseph, 
St. Patrick, St. Francis. Thanks to a new ini-
tiative, Mrs. Hanley has introduced the life 
and work of St. Vincent DePaul  into the 
thinking of Prep students. 
 

      Combining the local efforts of outreach, 
OLH has now aligned itself with the St. 
Vincent de Paul Society and established a 
chapter of YOUNG VINCENTIANS. The 
purpose is to turn awareness of local social 
need into action. While the school will cer-
tainly continue to support the missions, out-

reach to hurricane and earthquake victims, St. Jude, 
etc, the main focus will be on recognizing needs in the 
local parish and town communities and seeking solu-
tions. 
 

   Planned activities include the Halloween Costume 
drive to assist Human Resources of the Hamptons, the 
Thanksgiving food drives for our parish food banks, 
interaction with seniors during monthly luncheons and 
any other needs that are brought to the attention of the 

Young Vincentians. 
 

  One additional part of this action corps is the 
frequent meetings for discussion and  directed 
prayer. 
        The first activity of this year was the Car 
Wash and Walk-a-Thon supporting St. Rosalie’s 
Friends of the Poor on September 29.  Twenty-

seven OLH students were a strong presence at 
this initiative, washing cars, collecting donations 
and walking for the cause. 
 

    
 

Not to be 
overlooked, many OLH 
students also helped with the sign ups and pro-

motion of the Birthright of Peconic Walk-a-Thon at the 
Basilica  Parish  on the prior Sunday. 
 



 

      There is a totally new look at 
OLH Pre-K this year. The classes are 
being taught by Mrs. Jennifer 
Wegman and Miss Erica Rojas, with 
the assistance of teaching assistant 
Miss Katelyn Corwith (who attended 
OLH). 
     The multi-cultural make-up of the 
class  is highlighted, along with the 
addition of a group Dance class each 
Thursday taught by Mrs. Curro. 

    When the bells rang on the first day 
of the new school year, five new 
teachers  took their places among the 
faculty and students at OLH. 
 

     The first grade teacher, Miss Lau-
ren  Valle, was 
right at home since 
she graduated from 
OLH in 2008, then 
McGann-Mercy 
and Manhattan 
College. 
 

     The new sec-
ond grade team 

teacher is Miss 
Madeline Price, 
who will also be 
teaching Spanish 
to the Primary stu-
dents. 
 

       Intermediate 
students join in welcoming their new 
Science teacher, Mrs. Emily Powell, 

who will also be 
working with 
Prep 8 eight sci-
entists. She is a 
Catholic school 
graduate 
through and 

through. 
 

       
     Spanish lan-
guage immersion is 
on tap for the Prep 
students with their 
new teacher, Mrs. 
Barbara  Gaias. 

 

         The expand-
ed Pre-K at St. 
Rosalie’s saw the 
arrival of bi-lingual 
teacher Miss Erica 
Rojas. 

 

        One of the first things that students do on the first day of the school year is to look 
around and ask “What’s new?” The answer is usually something  dramatic...the new Tech 
Lab,  new furniture, etc. 
      This year, several changes and additions greeted the students, the first of which was 
obvious: a new sidewalk in front of the school (courtesy of the Village of Southampton) 
and a new slate logos that mirrors the one on the front door glass. 
     Once inside, it was easy to see how busy the summer was. Totally renovated...and elec-
tronic...lavatories on the first floor….new furniture in the primary classrooms...two fully-

stocked carts of Google Chromebooks for the Intermediate and Prep students. The audito-
rium floor has been changed, with new wall treatments and shades. The stage lighting, 
sound and acoustical ceiling should be completed by mid-October! 



              The commitment of OLH to Well-
ness for its students has gotten some new 
direction this year. In 
addition to the offer-
ing of healthier hot 
lunches and snacks, 
and the policy of not 
selling soda, classes 
dedicated to Health 
are also seeing 
some new direction. 
    Dance teacher, 
Mrs Curro, has 
teamed with Mr. 
Turnbull to provide  
gym classes packed 
with cardio training, 
yoga and aerobics in 
addition to general 
games and athletics. 
     Prep classes are 
taught in separate divisions, the girls with 
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Wellness makes a run for it! 

 

Mrs. Curro and the boys with Mr. Turnbull. 
The health classes are companions to that 

strategy. 
       Partnering with the 
Wellness Foundation, a 
special program will begin 
in October for Kindergar-
ten, grades three and six 
featuring general nutrition 
and good eating habits. 
    Fifth graders will have 
a special DARE compo-
nent.  
      Open Gym during 
recess from Monday-

Thursday, as well as af-
terschool on Fridays will 
supplement the after-
school programs in track, 
cheerleading, softball, 
basketball, volleyball, 

soccer and cross-country. 
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        Watching a herd of jersey-clad boys and girls running through the 
streets of Southampton, it is easy to identify them as Mr. Turnbull’s Cross
-Country team. The team started work-outs in August at Red Creek  Park 
and have already competed in four Catholic Middle Schools Athletics 
Association meets with great results. 
    Prep 8’s Marlena Bellucci is the premier girls’ runner for OLH, joined 
by her classmate Faith Duggal. The strength of the girls team seems 
insured by the presence of several fifth and sixth graders. 
      Following his championship season last year, Prep 7’s James Co-
nigliaro has already finished first in the meets in which he has competed 
this season.  Prep 8’s Hector Maldonado has finished right on James’ 

heels in the last two meets. 
Harrison Hanley has moved 
from fifth to fourth place and 
has his eyes clearly on the 
top spot. 

    The presence of so many 
fifth and sixth graders shows 
a clear path toward league 
domination in the next few 
years. 

CROSS-COUNTRY BUILDS FOR THE FUTURE 

 


